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DRAMATIC AND HISTRIONIC GENIUS 
AND THE DRAMA IN GENERAL. 


To the Editor of the ‘‘ TuearricaL JouRNAL.” 


Srr,—I have read with pleasure the manly 
and eloquent letter of “Legion” in the last 
number of your Journal, although my opi- 
nions on the various subjects we are at issue 
on, remain unaltered. Whenever I find a ge- 
nerous enthusiasm in the cause of truth, and 
wherever my opponent writes like a man of 
sense and a gentleman, I hope I shall ever 
be ready to break a lance with him in the 
spirit of chivalrous courtesy ; my motto and 
my shield ‘‘ magna est veritas et pravalebit.” 
There was a time when I thought as “ Le- 
gion’’ does about the unacted drama. A 
longer experience than I then had, anda 
deeper study of the drama in relation to the 
stage, have led me to the conclusions I have 
expressed. 

I have stated, Sir, that the unacted drama- 
tists, such as Horne, Watkins, and others do 
not amuse. ‘‘ Legion” is fighting with a sha- 
dow when he supposes that I consider mere 
amusement the great object of the drama; but 
a play as great as Agamemnon or Prometheus, 
which has not the vital, breathing interest, I 
consider a sine qua non, for the acted drama 
had better remain a dramatic poem, than be 
brought out on the stage before a mixed 
audience, in general indifferent to the lofty 
poetry and the refined philosophy which are 
above mere playwrights as the sun is above 
the earth. 

As for the managers, I defend them not ; 
but believe they are for the most part mere 
speculators, who care not a rush how they 
get money. But the unacted dramatists,— 
men of genius in some cases, as they are— 
absorbed in their cloudy transcendentalism, 
or working with a high, a devoted, and an 
ideal enthusiasm which I admire as much as 
auy one, regard not the exigencies of the 
stage, and the structure of their plays, as 
in the case of Mr. Horne’s “Cosmo de 
Medicis,” and even ‘* Gregory the Seventh” 
will not admit of that play of light and 
shade, that exciting interest, that close and 





artistical interweaving of plot and under 
plot so essential toan acted drama. Is there 
a single piece by one of our poetic dramatists, 
except Knowles, Marston, and Talfourd at 
all likely to keep possession of the stage ? 
Let us ponder over the lists of these writers. 
Horne, Browning, (who may almost be 
called one of the unacted) Heraud, Landon, 
Leigh Hunt, (and this poet has some very 
good dramatic skill) D'Israeli, George Ste- 
phens, Watkins, Jacob Jones, Troughton, 
Mrs. Crowe, (the authoress of Aristodemus) 
Bedingfield, Barry Cornwall and some few 
others whose names I forget have all at- 
tempted to write for the stage; but the 
playwrights beat them in stage cleverness as 
much as they surpass the playwrights in 
poetry and thought. Sir E. B. Lytton and 
even Lovell are more popular dramatists 
than any of the poetic writers alive, except 
Knowles and Marston, not because they have 
the most genius, but the most tact. 

I cannot consent to admit either that at 
present there are more actors and actresses 
of ability than would supply the wauts of 
two or three theatres such as Sadler’s Wells, 
because though there is talent, there is hardly 
any genius. A dozen or fifteen I repeat 
might be found capable of playing first, se- 
cond, and third rate parts, but nothing more. 
Macready being gone (as he soon will be), 
Vandenhoff alone can be said to have any 
pretensions to excellence in the high Shak- 
perian drama. Phelps is seen to advantage 
in plays of an inferior kind and parts that 
require great judgdmeat. No one but Ma- 
cready can surpass him in Richelieu, but put 
him into Macbeth, and Henry Betty is his 
equal; in Otheilo, Brooke—his voice not 
failing—is far finer, and even George Ben- 
nett, Creswick, and Wallack will act many 
characters of such a kind as well as Phelps. 
The mischief is that ‘ vaulting ambition 
o’erleaps itself,” and we have second and 
third-rate men attempting Hamlet aad Lear, 
who would be good in Leartes and Edgar, 
but are very mediocre in the great parts. 


Our tragic actresses — Mrs. Butler, Misa 
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Faucit, Miss Vandenhoff, Miss Cushman, 
Mrs. Kean, Mrs. Warner, Miss Addison, 
and Miss Glyn—have all merit of various 
degrees, but some of them have such great 
faults and such physical weakness that they 
can never be attractive in the high walks of 
ideal art. 

Of course, in proportion to the greatness 
of a character is the perfection we require ; 
and is there a single sublime Hamiet or a 
great Lady Macbeth alive ? 

I could have wished that “ Legion” had 
been a little more temperate in the use of 
some expressions, which evince that he has 
more heart than logic. I hope, Sir, that I 
shall never be a sneering critic ; if that term 
is applied to me. However, I forgive the 
warmth of the invective for the sake of the 
evident fervour and faith of my opponent. 

There has been no very great acting play 
since the era of Elizabeth, and I cannot re- 
cognise the seeds of immortality in any of 
the plays which have been produced within 
the last quarter of a century. Horne is 
more of a poet than Knowles, but he has 
not his gallant feeling, Lis human tenderness, 
his simple sincerity. He isa man of the 
head, not of the soul or the heart, and even 
his imagination is more intellectual than 
sympathetic. Marston I believe to be the 
most poetic of the acted dramatists, not ex- 
cepting Talfourd, and I do not think he will 
suffer in comparison with any of the unacted 
on other grounds than those of stage-craft. 
in conclusion, Sir, I have only to beg you to 
excuse me for trespassing so long upon your 
attention, and adding my assurance that in 
all I have written I have been actuated by 
a higher motive than the wish to underrate 
any man, or to detract from merit which 
has achieved success. Heaven grant that 
the Drama may revive and not only amuse, 
but raise and purify the soul and exalt the 
character. Beta. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





SADLER’S WELLS. 

Since our last, Shakspere’s play of “ Mea- 
sure for Measure’’ has been produced with 
Mr. Phelps’ usual care and judgment; the 
whole strength of the company are brought 
forward very efficiently, and Miss Glyn, as 
Isabella, added another laurel to her well de- 
served fame; the other parts were done 


Younge, G. K. Dickinson, and Nye. A 
new farce entitled “‘Woman’s the Devil,” 
gave Miss Fitzpatrick an opportunity of ap- 
pearing in male attire ; her acting was spirited 
throughout, and her singing and dancing 
appeared to give general satisfaction. Mr. 
Dickinson, who acted the lover as an officer, 
has to disguise himself as an old woman, 
the deception was admirably well managed, 
and caused much fun in the scene, we were 
only sorry the scene did not last longer. 
Another new farce has also been produced 
with unequivocal success, called ‘ Plots for 
Petticoats.”” Mr. Hoskins in this piece is 
the hero, we hardly know which character 
to admire him in most, the Yankee or the 
Yorkshireman, they were both equally excel- 
levtly sustained. The house has been un- 
usually well attended during the week. 


ASTLEY’S. 


Mr. Batty is determined to keep up the spirit of 
his establishment, and to provide his patrons with 
the most attractive entertainments. The splendid 
military spectacle of “ Mooltan and Goojerat,’’ has 
just given place to one of equal grandeur, “ Ma- 
zeppa,” which has been restored with all its accus- 
tomed paraphernalia. The effects throughout this 
fiece are most magnificent: no effort is spared to 
render them as complete as possible ;—the scenery 
is true to the description given of it, by its chro- 
nicler Lord Byron, The rushing stream is de- 
veloped by a moving panorama: the horses through- 
out the piece exhibit the utmost perfection of train- 
ing; and the finale is one of the most gorgeous 
scenes we ever recollect to have beheld : it reflects 
the greatest credit on the management. At the 
conclusion of the drama, we have some brilliant 
specimens of equestrianism in the circle: we most 
particularly admire the riding of Mdlle. Hinnie, in 
a lady’s riding habit; it was the very acme of per- 
fection,—she puts her steed through all his paces, 
with the utmost ease and grace. Mdlle. Louise 
Tournaire is also bold and grand in her feats of 
horsemanship. Marie Macarte’s powers are too 
well-known to need description ;—Mr. Moseley is 
likewise a very able artist: but these are names too 
well-known to require a word of praise from us. 
We must not omit to mention the feats of the fairy 
pony Taglioni: there is also a pleasing act of equi- 
tation by six ladies. These scenes are constantly 
enlivened by the witticisms of Mr. Adrain, and the 
veteran Widdicombe ; and a favourite farce con- 
cludes the performances, all of which we advise our 
readers to witness. A Grand Spectacle is shortly 
to be produced, entitled “The Prophet,’’ founded 
on Meyerbeer’s opera of that name. 


CITY. 

This truly elegant theatre after under- 
going many suitable repairs and tasteful 
decoration, reopened for the winter season 
under the management of the proprietors 





ample justice to by Messrs. Phelps, Bennett, 


Messrs. J. Johnson and Nelson Lee on Sa- 
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turday last, when a house crowded to the , 


ceiling at a very early portion of the even- 
ing attested the interest taken in this popu- 
Jar establishment by the play-going world in 
this neighbourhood. The company appears 
to have been selected with great judgment 
including all the favourites of last season, 
together with several candidates for histri- 
onic fame new to this theatre. Mr. E. F. 
Saville retains his position as stage mana- 
ger an arrangement upon which we congra- 
tulate the management and the public; the 
direction of the music is entrusted to Mr. 
R. Barnett (a new and efficient engage- 
ment) and the general direction of the whole 
is of course invested in the hands of Mr. 
Nelson Lee. The saloon as before is under 
the controul of Mr. Dore, the active and 
gentlemanly box-keeper; and altogether the 
arrangements both before and behind the 
curtain, merit what they will no doubt re- 
ceive general approval and extensive patro- 
age. ‘Two new pieces were produced on the 
opening night, one entitled the ‘‘ Prophet,” 
the other ‘‘ Love’s Young Dream,”’ both of 
which were highly successful, and altogether 
the season has commenced under auspices of 
the most favourable description. 


VICTORIA. 

A constant and most agreeably varied 
change of entertainment has drawn excel- 
lent houses during the past week to this 
popular establishment. Miss Vincent con- 
stantly gathers fresh laurels by her charm- 
ing acting, and Mr. J. T. Johnson has be- 
come of the most popular actors who has 
appeared here for years. Mr. Forman has 
seceded having joined the Princess’s corps, 
and has been succeeded by Mr. Hudspeth. 

PAVILION, 

Egerton Wilks’s high!y popular drama of “ Mi 
chael Erle,” was revived here on Monday/and drew 
avery good house. Mr. Elphinstone acted Mi- 
chael with taste and judgment: the house was very 
well attended and the arrangement of the stage does 


credit to the well known taste and judgment of Mr, 
B. S. Fairbrother. 


CASINO DE VENISE. 

This most delightful winter resort has 
opened for the season with great brilliancy 
and its cheering influences shed the warmth 
of their genial rays on all who, once enter- 
ing its portals, naturally imbibe the spirit 
which animates the whole assembly. The 
dancing saloon is crowded every evening, 


and the galleries are at the same time well 
filled with admiring spectators of the gay 
scene beneath, where the fair dames whirl 
in the mazy dances with enamoured swains, 
the exciting saltatory evolutions displaying 
to the greatest advantage, chee the 
brilliant faces, and figures, as well as the 
gay plumage, of these wingless butterflies. 
As a necessary accompaniment to the 
festivities the band, ably conducted by 
Mr. Packer, performs some of the most 
admired music ; whilst as a very agreeable 
sepuel refreshments of the most agreeable 
character are provided in the salon. 
Messrs. Gouriet, Jarvis, and Leonard, per- 
form their duties as M.C.s, inthe most af- 
fable manner, and before the evening ap- 
pears half spent, Time, with its remorse- 
less hand, points to the hour of departure. 
Before closing this notice we could call the 
attention of the proprietor to the ventila- 
tion of the apartment. Verb. sap. sat. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 





Notic£.—All communications at Manchester and 
Liverpool will be attended to by H. Heathering- 
ton, No.7, Nichlos Square, Ardwick Green, Man- 
chester. 

Ion. —Who is the best general actor on the stage 
at the present time? Mr. James Wallack; he 
dces everything well. Tragedy, gentee! comedy, 
far:e, and melodrama. 

W.C.—We cannot m:k> sure of insertiag any 
communication after ‘Tuesdays. 

W. Master .—If the farce has merit we will get it 
acted. We must read it first. 

Outvia.— Ask Mr. Sims Reeve or Mr. Allen to 
introduce your song at a concert, that is the way 
to give it publicity. 

A FREQUENTER oF SapDLER’s WELLS. —If you 
have any complaint to make, write to the pro- 
prietors, Mr. Greenwood or Mr. Phelps, 

PANToMIME.—I have a wager. Who is the oldest 
comic pantomime clown now on the stage? We 
believe Tom Mathews or Paul Herring. 

J. J., Isuincron.—Mr. T. Greenwo.d the proprie- 
tor of Sadler’s Wells is the son of the celebrated 
scene painter of that name, and one of the best 
pantomime writers of the present time, 

An AMATEUR.—Do not atempt to act, if you do 
you will act foolishly. 

Oxonran’s “ Original Anecdotes’ are unavoid- 
bly pos'poned till next week. 

C. A—Mrs. Wigan was formerly Miss Pincott: 
we do not know the lady’s age, and should not 
state it if we did. 

Witt1aM Jounson.—The lady alluded to is a very 
good actress, she is now in the provinces, but we 
hear she has been offered an enzagem-ut for the 





ensuing winter in town. 
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A. B.—It has not yet been detcrmined how many 
nights Mr. Macready will appear at the Hay- 
market, previously to his final retirement from 
the stage : his first engagement we are given un- 
derstand is for thirty. 

A Constant Reaper.—We have given our opi- 
nion of Mr. Phelps as an actor and manager, so 
frequently for the last four years, that we can 
only refer our constant reader to look back at his 
numbers. We have ever given him our unquali- 
fied praise. 

Rastiona Amor.— We cannot find room this 
week for his letter. We quite agree with him as 
to the efficiency of the Sadler's Wells company 
to play Shakspere. 


for bashfulness, and consequently not amiss 
as the chambermaids, who take so many 
half crowns from the light comedians to 
see the “ young missus.” She is short and 
dark, and when I saw her at Vauxhall 
last season, I though her for the first time 
a trifle good looking. This you will think 
odd, having seen her so many times at the 
Wells. Julia is considered a singer, and 
and is without doubt the best one in the 
Wells company, but unfortunately I don’t 


Arrangements are now being made by means of know another who can put forth a ditty 


which we shall be enabled to publish the Thea- 
trical Journal earlier on the Thursday then form- 
erly, this will enable our country subscribers to 
obtain the copies ordered much sooner then for- 
merly. This to Orion. 

Cuarces Simmons.—The Brunswick Theatre fell 
in February 1828. Our correspondent is wrong 
about the East London, that establishment had 
been closed previously. 


InquirER.—The last comedy *¢ commanded” by his 


Majesty George the Fourth at Drury Lane, was 


the “Hypocrite.” Liston performed Mawworm Shakspere. 


decently, and so I fear she will not think 
this an extraordinary compliment. Aerial 
was her first character, and is one she 
makes pleasing both to the eye and ear. 
Believe me, I weuld rather not say that 
her positions were classic, or that they 
realize the sublime picture of the “ airy 
spirit” drawn so deliciously by our own 
Neither will I allow myself 


ard the king like many others of the audience | to indulge in comparison, for sheis makes 


encored the celebrated ‘* Sermon,” 


Col. Berkley (now Earl Fitzhardinge) is still living 


a good fairy and takes some pains with the 


and very well, we saw him a few days back. He | music. 


was considered a very fair amateur performer. 


Perhaps there could hardly be found 


Lionet.—We are obliged by the communication, | 5, other woman on the stage who has im- 


but the error was evidently a typographical one. 


Query.—The anecdote has been told of two cele- 
brated but very different persons, to wit, J oseph | Mrs. Marston. 





proved so much in so short a period as 
And what is more, when 


Grimaldi Sen., and Theodore Hook. We shall| she ig well dressed she makes as attractive 


probably give the authentic version of itin our 


History of the theatre alluded to. 


a widow as any I know. The words | 


M. A. B—Mr. Dale made his first appearance in | have used will I fear suggest an old saying 
London at Covent Garden Theatre under the to my readers, but I charge them to dis- 


management of Osbaldiston; his opening part 


was Virginius. 


miss it from their thoughts, for on the ho- 


@” Weare reluctantly compelled by press of mat-| nour of a gentleman (by no means a plen- 
ter to pospone the continuation of the “ History tiful commodity now-a-day,) I distinctly 


of Covent Garden Theatre,” until next week. 


assert that she is a “ fine bird, even with- 











out fine feathers.” ‘There is not much to 
be found on the stage better than her 
Widow Warren, and her Mrs. Malaprop is 
not to be treated inconsiderately. I cannot 





give her the same meed of praise to her 





Che Theatrical Journal, 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1849. 


SKETCHES OF LONDON COMPANIES.* 
BY GARRICK FUNNYBONE. 


Cuaprter I].—Julia St. George.—Mrs. Marston.— 


Miss Bassano.— Miss Carlstein.— Frederick 
Nye.—Hoskins. 


Widow Green, or her Lady Franklin for 
though they are invested with much raci- 
ness, and the dialogue is given with point, 
the representation is scarcely equal to the 
pesition of the character in society. Ne- 
vertheless Mrs. Marston, with all her faults, 
and they are few, so few that her talent 


Miss Julia St. George is not remarkable |in ordinary cases would cause them to be 





® Note by the Printer’s Devil—In the remarks overlooked, is an actress who must get 
upon Miss Glyn last week, eleventh line, second forward. I can only call to mind two in 


—_ read “ merit of variance with most actresses! her line who can justly stand in fron o 
ort oc, 
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her; one, a member of the Lyceum com- 
pany; and the other, the ever attractive 
Mrs. Glover. 

Good taste is the chief feature of the 
acting of Miss T. Bassano. She seems 
fully aware of the limit of her physical 
power. ‘The consequence is, whatever she 
does, dovetails neatly to a certain point, 
and tells well on the audience. In my 
opinion to step from the line she has em- 
braced to attempt the foremost would be 
destruction, while remaining where she is, 
will always entitle her to be considered ta- 
lented and judicious. Miss B. has likewise 
some personal attractions, is about the mid- 
dle height, of fair complexion, and always 
looks good natured. 

Miss Carlstein must be passed over, 
not out of any unkindness, but because 
at so early a period I should not like to 
jnclude her among the Londwn actresses. 

Which of the genus homo shall I request 
to step forward first. I think I must 
not leave the worthy manager till I have, I 
hope not rudely, scanned his fellow la- 
bourers. But who to begin with. Let 
me think :—Nye; he would do, if I knew 
enough of him. He certainly made me 
laugh heartily in the “ 'Tempest” and the 
“ Gentleman in Difficulties,” but him and 
I must first become better acquainted. 


I'll close this chapter with a word or 
two about Hoskins who I know will ex- 
cuse what I say of his faults, if I promise 
before concluding this series of papers to 
drop a word or two in favor of his Julia 
who I heard sing “ Lucy Ashton” so nicely 
a few nights since. Hoskins is the tallest 
man in the “ Wells” company, and his 
head always comes on the stage about two 
seconds before his body. Whether he 
cannot help it or whether it is the result 
of habit I will not pretend to say. He is 
an excellent farce actor, and always has 
a good flow of spirits. In fact to usea 
common expression, Hoskins is brimfull of 
life. I prefer him much in farce to gen- 
teel comedy. What he says always seems 
to be said on the spur of the moment, as if 
it was the thing uppermost in his thoughts 
and so out with it. Such is the impres- 
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see a better Tyke, it is pure and ungar- 
nished, and is throughout a capital per- 
formance. I do not admire his Goldfinch, 
it is more like a metropolitan cabman than 
anything else 1 know. I want to see him 
more subdued,—to impart a body to all 
his light comedy characters, to make ear- 
nestness where it is in keeping with the 
part, go hand in hand with merriment. 
However light the part, it ought and 
should have a soul. 


—_—_—__—_-——_ ee 


PROVINCIAL. 








MAncuEsTER.— Queen’s Theatre.—We are happy 
to find that Mr. Charles Dillon has been added to 
the company at this theatre, for he is a very clever 
and useful member of the company. On Monday 
* Richard the Third’? was produced ; on Tuesday, 
“The Fire Raiser,” and we are promised a number 
of new dramas in succession, concluding each even- 
ing with a new pantomime, entitled ‘ Harlequin 
and the Fairy of the Golden Wheatsheaf.’ The 
pieces were tolerably well performed, and that the 
pantomime, though not the best we have ever seen, 
was as a whole, rendered very laughable by the 
drolleries of Messrs. Birnes, Davis, Guarrino and 
the remainder of the company. 

Pomona GarvEns.—Licut. Gale made another 
ascent from these gardens on Monday evening last 
amidst thonsands of spectators, The weather was 
much the same as last Monday—and we believe, as 
far as we are able to ascertain, that he descended 
in perfect safety, at Hale Barns, near Altringhim, 
returning to the Gardens at half-past eleven. The 
fireworks were very superior to any before seen, and 
everything during the evening was conducted in a 
mostcreditabie manner. 

Franconi’s.—Young Hervandez will take his be- 
nefit on Friday night supported by the King of 
Clowns, Mr. Wallett. On Monday night he was 
most enthusiastically cheered by a numerous audi- 
ence—twice called before the audience, and wel- 
comed by showers of bouquets from all directions. 

Theatre Royal.—This theatre opens onjthe 29th 
ult. Macready is announced to perform Macbeth. 
This is to be his last engagement here. 

Huutyi.—Mr. Sims Reeves, Mr. Whitworth, and 
other vocalists are engaged by Mr. Pritchard the 
lessee, and are announced to appear in a few days. 

HarrowGate.—(Lessee, Mr. Teasdale.) —This 
place of amusement continues to be well attended. 
Mr. Manning has taken his benefit, and was well 
rewarded by a complete bumper. Mr. Sydney 
Davies, Wallace, Manning, and Miss Agnes Mouse 
tague are great favourites. 

Brrmincuam.—Mr. and Mrs. Keeley have been 
delighting the playgoers of this town; the pieces 
have been the “Creole,” “Twice Killed,” and 
other favourite pieces of a similar character. Ma~- 
dame Celeste and Mr. Webster are annouuced to 
appear to night (Monday, Sep. 24). It is under- 
stood they are engaged for five nights. 
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DoncasTeR.—Miss Lebatt and her sister took a 
benefit on Monday ; the ‘‘ Green Bushes,’’ and a 
burlesque called “ Life amongst the Clouds,” 
brought a great house. Mr. Macready appears in 
the course of the week. Mr. amd Mra. J. F. 
Saville are here and great favorites, so also is Ad- 
dison the manager. The ‘ Lady of Lyons” drew 
a good attendance. 

Giascow.—The new Queen’s Theatre under the 
management of Mr. Calvert opens on Saturday next 
the 29th ult. We understand the decorations and 
general arrangements of the new establishment are 
in every way deserving of public approval and pa- 
tronage. 

DuBitn.—Queen’s— Business is very satisfactory. 
“ Masaniello”” has drawn two very good houses, 
and Moncrieff’s comie drama of “ Parouron” has 
also gone off with eclat. Weare pleased to observe 
the efforts cf Mr. John Harris, the worthy manager 
to gratify the public taste so well responded to, 

WREXHAM.— Our season commences on Monday 
next Oct, Ist. Mr. G. Owen, the manager, appears 
on the opening night as Othello. 

KricuTon.—Clever Mrs. Honner has become a 
favor.te here as we predicted she would—her enac- 
tion of Portia last week was greatly admired. Mat- 
thews the celebrated Clown has drawn much com- 
pany—and T. P. Cooke who appears immediately 
will no doubt prove a sure card. 

Leicester.—The theatre opened on Monday 
week ; Wednesday being a bespeak night by His 
Grace the Duke of Rutland the house was crowded. 

PaisLEy.—The active manager Mr. Hustleby has 
engaged Mr. G. V. Brooke A clever young lady, 
Miss Aitken, daughter of Aitken formerly of Drury 
Lane is leading lady and has become a favorite. 

OvpuaM. — The, theatre opens on the Ist. of 
Octuber2under the management of Mr. Teasdale. 

Piymoutu.—Mr, J. RK. Neweombe closes in 
about a fortnight. 

AnproatH.—Egerton Wilks’s admirable drama 
of ‘* Lord Darnley or the Keep of Castle [ill,” has 
been revived with great effect. Mr. Smythson is a 
vey good and painstaking actor. “ Gilderoy,’) was 
performed last week with much applause. 

Lepsury.—Our elegant little establishment is 
doing very fairly. Mr. Prescott our manager is 
indefatigable in his efforts to please and on the 
stage himself, and Mrs. Prescott together with 
Munns and Beverly merit favourable notice. 

MacctesFieLp. — Mr. T. Caple closed his 
season on Saturday: we fear speculation has been 
unsuccessful, 

Weymoutu.—We are shortly to lose our favourite 
actress Miss A. Vining who we hear goes to Scot- 
land. Mr. W. H. Maddocks and Hazlewood the 
low comedian are both favourites. . 

Braprorp.—Mr. J. Mosley has revived ‘ Ni- 
cholas Nickleby.” The Browdie of Mr. Coelield 
and the Smike offMiss Kirk are very good, French 
the comedian gains many admirers. Houses very 


good. 








WILL THE DRAMA REVIVE? AND 
WILL GREAT ACTORS COME. 


The advent of great actors of course 





efforts of histrionic genius ; but there can 
be no doubt that a single Shakspere is 
worth far more than all the tragedians that 
have lived from Roscius down to Kean. 
There are many things however which 
ought to be reformed in our theatres and 
in the drama, and unless such reformation 
is carried out, we can hardly wish the thea- 
tre tobe popular. Itis not to be desired that 
the stage should ever become a conventicle, 
or that the drama should ever be a vehi- 
cle for the dissemination of polemics; but 
we want something of a tendency to exalt 
and purify in the plays which are acted, 
whilst they appeal to the heart, and amuse 
the fancy. It is impossibie that an impure 
drama and a corrupt theatre, where filthy 
jests and indecent associations are the 
greatest elements of enjoyment to the fre- 
quenters of such places, should endure, 
while civilization and knowledge are work- 
ing their way even among the operative 
classes. And not only is a negative mo- 
rality to be enforced, but a positive good 
is to be effected by art, by poetry, and by 
philosophy. 

Farces and Melo-dramas may be tole- 
rated sometimes as afterpieces, but when 
they form the staple of an evening’s enter- 
tainment they are utterly despicable. 

If the drama is to revive we must have 
new plays and good actors, or at least one 
great actor and a dramatist capable of 
writing up toa high ideal standard. That 
we have not had one positively great tra- 
gedian since Kean is certain, and nothing 
less than greatness will suffice. It is all 
very well to go to Sadler’s Wells and see 
a clever performer like Phelps in a clever 
play, acted fairly in all respects ; but if we 
want to be fired with enthusiasm and to 
forget everything else in the charm of 
high poetry and inspiration in its inter- 
preter, where are we to find what we 
want? A sublime actor comes once per- 
haps in half a century—he is a man of 
genius who catches the spirit of the age 
he lives in, and having caught it, breathes 
Promethean life into the poetry to which 
he gives embodiment. With Kemble came 
the stately, solemn heroic school which 





would create that re-action in favour of the 
drama, which has invariably attended the 


never could have the popularity of that 
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wild, electric, and fiery style in which 
Kean excelled. Then Macready, deeply 
imbued with a more metaphysical idea of 
art than his predecessors, created a school 
in which there have been many students 
who never had the genius to emerge from 
the mannerisms and faults of their master. 
Consequently we have been dosed with 
metaphysical Macreadyism until we are 
heartily sick thereof, and look out for 
something new and exciting. In a subse- 
quent article it is possible the writer of the 
present paper may investigate the subject 
just indicated at more length than is now 
practicable. BEtTa. 











POETRY. 





THE ORIGIN OF THE DRAMA, 


BY WILLIAM COLEMAN. 
In days of yore, ere arts refined 
Diffused their lustre o’er the mind, 
The Bards, in rude, unpolished lays, 
To Bacchus sing the hymn of praise, 
Recount the blessings that his hand 
Had scattered o’er a grateful land. 
And now his deeds in arms proclaim, 
Sole herald of the hero’s fame; 
How, call’d to heaven by mighty Jove, 
He sits among the gods above. 
Next Thespis came: one actor then 
With painted visage, with mimicked men; 
The rolling car conveys the train 
To all the cities of the plain; 
Till Aschylus, discerning sage ! 
First patronised the infant stage ; 
With fostering care, his charge he reared, 
And soon a lofty pile appeared, 
In which he placed his darling child : 
Amaz’d, the joyful Muses smil’d ; 
For thus they left Parnassus’ hill, 
And Aganippi’s far fam’d rill, 
To revel in the new form’d bower 
And exercise their magic pow’r. 
Behold Melpomene, 
In solemn Majesty, 
With downcast look, with melancholy air ; 
And hark! the deep drawn sigh ; 
And see! the humid eye; 
They tell of grief, they mark the fiend despair. 


With told and measured pace, 
With stern, unbending grace, 
The haughty goddess marches o’er the ground; 
With terror and affright, 
Man trembles at the sight, 
While death like paleness sits on all around. 


The lightning’s startling flash, 
The thunder’s awful crash, 
Not half disturb’d the timid, shrinking, soul, 
As that tremendous glare, 
That fierce, vindictive, stare, 


But hold—she laughs—the yell 
Of demons bound in hell 
Less fearful is, than that terrific cry ; 
She waves the gleaming brand; 
She shows her crimson hand, 
And shuddering mortals from her presence fly. 
Again in deepest grief, 
In woe beyond relief, 
In agonising sor:ow she appears, 
And strikes each feeling heart 
With pity’s gentle dart, 
Compassion bleeding in a gush of tears. 


See blithe Thalia nigh, 
Dispels at once the sigh, 
And cheers the soul with her enchanting 
smiles— 
Her free and careless air, 
Devoid of wrinkling care, 
Allures the sense, and lagging hours beguiles, 


“ The laughter loving dame” 
In gayest humour came, 
With antic lips, and many a bound, 
Her ever smiling face, 
And merry arch grimace 
Provoke loud peals of mirth that shake the 
ground. 


Delighted man reviews 
The charms of either muse, 
While Mem’ry stamps their image on his 
heart— 
By honor now appall’d— 
By pleasure now enthrall’d— 
He owns the magic of ‘‘ Dramatic Art.’ 


ACROSTIC, 

Written on Mr. Macready’s last visit to Manchester, 

and most humbly inscribed to him by the Author. 

M anchester offers thee weLcomE! and alas, when 

of thee ’tis bereft, 

A nother possessing such GENIUS,—there will not 

in this world be left 

C ould we part without offering a tribute ?—thovgh 

humble the tribute may be, 

R eprove not our humble endeavours—in offering 
the praise due to thec. 

E ngland, all England will miss thee—Thy Talents, 
Thy Genius, and Worth, 

A's a Star brightly shining in heaven—will ever 
shine brightly on Earth. 

D o not suppose that we flatter—We mean what 
we say from the heart 

Y et feel sorry and sad, that the Public, with 
MacREApDyY for ever must part. Roto. 








OUR CHATTER=-BOX., 





The celebrated Hungarian Vocalists will make 
their first appearance in Manchester, at the Free 
Trade Hall, on Monday the 24th instant, and will 
introduce their ** National Melodies.” 

The second series of the popular Concerts for the 
People at the above Hall will commence on Monday . 
evening the Ist of October, and will we trust meet 
with every success. The prices of admission will 





Which fires those eyes when fury bids them 
roll. 


be 3d., 6d., and ls. 
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Weare glad to perceive that the very enterprising 
manager of former seasons, Mr. Robert Wardell, is 
about to re-open these delightful gardeus for a few 
evenings. His efforts in the cause are too well 
known not to create a certainty that the entertain- 
ments will be more than ordinary attractive: we 
perceive that the favourite comic vocalist, Mr. J. 
Sharpe is engaged. 

Mr. Basil Baker of high standing in Liverpool as 
a comedian, has been engaged by Mr. Anderson of 
Drury Lane. 

Princess’s.x—We hear that Miss Romer, Mrs. 
Weiss, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Weiss are engaged 
at this theatre for the ensuing season, which com- 
mences on the first of next month. Mr. Harrison 
is to be the leading tenor at this establishment, 
Miss Poole, and Mr. Wigan are also engaged, 
“Don Juan” isin preparation here; Mr. Harrison 
will represent the Don. 

Mr. Fitzball has a new spectacle for Mr. Batty 
founded on “ La Prophete,” which is to be speedily 
produced. 

Lyceum.—It is rumoured that Mr. Strutt, the 
solicitor, formerly co-lessee of this theatre with the 
Keelevs, and afterwards with Mr. Charles Mathews 
will probably join the speculation again, and supply 
the sinews of war for the Vestris management next 
Season, 

CiesinG or THE THEATRES.—The theatres on 
the Surrey side of the Thames were closed on Wed- 
nesday evening, that day being set apart in the 
Lambeth parishes for a general humiliation and 
prayer, in consequence of the prevailing sickness 
and mortality. 

Apetreut.—The new exits from the boxes and 
pit are now open, and are in Bull-inn-court, Strand 
next door to the Nell Gwynne Tavern. They were 
much wanted for those persons who might require 
refreshment, as by these exits the public can obtain 
egress from the theatre in half the time they for- 
merly did, and al] the inconvenient crowding on the 
main staircase is entirely avoided. 

Mr. Hudson, the popular Irish comedian, who 
sailed from Portsmouth in the ship Southampton, 
on the 4th of August, arrived in New York on the 
26th of the same month, being one of the most ex- 
peditious voyages that has ever been accomplished 
between these two ports. 

Dan Suean AND Macreapy.—There is, or lias 
been until very recently, a singular character on the 
Dublin stage, called Dan Shean. Like too many 
of his countrymen, Dan’s attachment to the bottle 
was unconquerable, and his repeated offences against 


the filth act, when the interest of the scene is 
wrought up toaclimax. Richard has just apoken 
that spirit stirring speech— 
“ Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the head.” 
When a enters, Richard hurridly inquires 
of hin— 
‘What says Lord Stanley 2? Willhe bring his 
power 2?” 

‘*My lord, he does refuse to come,’’ replied Dan, 
steadily, ‘* but, allow me to add my lord,” conti- 
nued he, ‘‘ that a man who treats a lovely woman 
badly is a d——d blackguard !—Good evening, my 
lord.’? The shoutsand eries of “ Bravo, Dan !”— 
‘Success, Dan!’’ “More power to you!’ that 
burst from the galleries at this clap trap speech 
were terrifically enthusiastic; and while the morti- 
fied tragedian saw his laurels snatched from his brow 
by a pitiful actor. Dan Shean, glorying in the 
effect he had produced, marched off to the wing, 
where he was encountered by Dick Barry, the stage 
manager, who angrily demanded why he had not 
spoken his part as he had received it? ‘ Because 
that sentiment always takes with the audience,” 
said Dan, composedly. ‘‘and I have got a benefit 
to take <s well as Mr. Macready.’’ ‘The reason 
was unanswerable, and the matter was overlooked ; 
but Dan never appeared on the stage again during 
Mr. Macready’s engagement. 





ADVERTISEMENTS, 


MADAME TUSSAUD anv SONS, 
Baker Street, PorTMan SQuaRE. 
USH, the MURDERER, taken from life,ats 
, Norwich, during his trial, in his usual dres; 
also, the models of Stanfield Hall, the seat of the 
late J. Jermy, Esq., and Potash Farm, the resi- 
dence of the assassin, are now added to the 
Chamber of Horrors, Richard III., Prince Louis 
Napoleon, General Cavaignac, Abd-el-Kader, M. 
Guizot, Sir C. Napier, Pope Pius 1X., Queen Anne 
of England, Queen Mary of England, G. Hudson. 
Esq., Grisi as Norma, Jenny Lind as the Figlia de, 
Reggimento, Edward VI., Henry VII., James I. of 
England and VI. of Scotland, in the splendid cos- 
tume of the period ; the heroes Hardinge and Gough 
in their uniforms as British generals. Splendid 
ventilating dome, at a cost of 700/.— This is one 
of the best exhibitions in the metropolis.’’—The 
Times. ’ 
Open from eleven in the morning, till ten at night 
Admittance, One Shilling; Chamber of Horrors 
Sixpence. 








the laws of sobriety had more than once 1 his 
dismissal from the theatre. But Dan was a bit of 
a humorist in his way, and, consequently, a great 
favourite with the Dublin gallery audience, who 
were wont not only to tolerate but to encourage him 
in those harmless little eccentricities in which it 
was his humour to indulge in on the stage. A 
most amusing instance of this occurred one evening 
when Macready was playing Richard the Third to a 
crowded andience. Dan Shean had assigned to 
him the trifling part of a messenger, who has but a 
single line to speak, for the martinet tragedian had 
a perfect horror of entrusting poor Dan with a 
specch of the slightest consequence in a scene 
where he was himself concerned. The part of the 
play in which Dan’s services were required was in 
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